
Dear Students and Parents, 
 

Welcome to your summer assignment! I hope you're as excited as I am about the 
upcoming fifth grade year! As fifth graders begin the year exploring personal narratives, I have 
selected Wonder, by R.J Palacio to bridge their summer experiences to the start of a new year. 
After you finish reading Wonder, you have three options to choose from to complete your 
summer assignment.  

 
Option 1: One-Page Chapter  
 
Imagine you are a character in Wonder getting ready to join the 5th grade at Beecher Prep. Write 
a one-page “chapter” from your life this summer. Instead of telling us everything you did from 
June to August, zoom in on one specific moment where you felt like a 'Wonder'—a moment 
where you had to be brave, a moment where you learned something new, or a moment where you 
felt a 'shift' in yourself as you grew older. 

Your chapter must include: 

1.​ A Chapter Title: (Example: Part IX: [Your Name]). 
2.​ Internal Monologue: Just like Auggie or Via, tell me what you were thinking inside 

during that moment, not just what you were doing." 
3.​ The “5th Grade Shift”: Tell me not only about your summer, but your feelings now that 

you are getting older and entering 5th grade.  

Option 1 Success Checklist  

[ ] The "Part IX" Header: Does your page start with a chapter title that fits your summer 
mood? 
[ ] The "Zoom In": Instead of telling me about your whole summer, did you pick one specific 
moment (like a specific afternoon, a certain conversation, or a single event)? 
[ ] First-Person "I": Did you write from your own point of view using "I," "me," and "my"? 
[ ] Internal Monologue: Did you share your thoughts and feelings? (Example: Instead of just 
saying "I went on the diving board," tell us: "My heart was thumping against my ribs like a 
trapped bird.") 
[ ] Sensory Details: Did you include at least two senses? (What did the summer air smell like? 
What did the ice cream taste like? How did the hot sidewalk feel?) 
[ ] The "5th Grade Shift": Did you mention how you feel about starting 5th grade or how 
you’ve changed since the end of 4th grade? 
[ ] Editing: Did you check for "5th Grade Spelling" and make sure your sentences start with 
capital letters and end with punctuation? 
 



Option 2: The "Precept" Poster and Reflection 

Mr. Browne’s precepts are a core part of the book. 

●​ The Task: Students must choose or create their own "Summer Precept" (a quote or motto 
they lived by over the break). 

●​ The Project: On a piece of poster paper, they illustrate the quote on one side. This will 
include the quote itself and any visuals they would like to include to represent their quote. 
Additionally, they will write a half-page narrative telling the story of one specific 
moment from their summer that proves why that motto is important to them. 

Option 2 Success Checklist: 

[ ] A Powerful Precept: Did you choose or create a quote or "motto" that truly represents your 
summer or your attitude toward 5th grade? 

[ ] Bold Lettering: Is your precept easy to read from a distance? 

[ ] Creative Illustration: Did you use colors, drawings, or symbols that match the feeling of 
your quote? (Example: If your quote is about being brave, did you use "strong" colors or images 
of strength?) 

[ ] High Effort: Does your poster look neat and complete? (No big empty white spaces!) 

[ ] The "Zoom In": Instead of a list of your whole summer, did you tell the story of one specific 
moment where you lived out your precept? 

[ ] First-Person "I": Did you write from your own point of view? 

[ ] The Connection: Did you clearly explain why this precept is important to you as you head 
into 5th grade? 

[ ] Internal Monologue: Did you include your thoughts and feelings during that one moment? 
(Example: "I looked at the top of the mountain and realized my precept was right—the climb is 
the best part.") 

 

 

 

 



Option 3: The "Self-Portrait" Narrative 

In the book, Auggie’s physical appearance is a major theme. 

●​ The Task: Students draw a self-portrait (or an "avatar" like the book cover style) that 
represents who they are right now. 

●​ The Narrative: Instead of "What I did on my summer vacation," the prompt is: "The 
Person Behind the Face." They should write at least a half-page about one thing 
people might not know about them just by looking at them as they enter 5th grade. 

Option 3 Success Checklist:  

[ ] The "Wonder" Style: Did you create a self-portrait that represents you? (You can use the 
simple, one-eyed "Auggie" style from the book cover, or your own creative style!) 

[ ] Symbolism: Did you include colors, hobbies, or symbols in your art that show your 
personality? (Example: If you love soccer, maybe your shirt has a soccer ball pattern.) 

[ ] Neatness & Effort: Did you take your time to make your portrait look like a "superior" piece 
of 5th-grade art? (No scribbles!) 

[ ] The Header: Does your portrait have your name at the top in bold, clear letters? 

[ ] The "Big Reveal": Did you write about something people can’t see just by looking at you? 
(Example: A hidden talent, a secret fear about 5th grade, or a goal you have.) 

[ ] First-Person "I": Did you write from your own point of view? 

[ ] Internal Monologue: Did you share your inner thoughts? (Example: "On the outside, I 
looked calm during the swim meet, but on the inside, I was repeating my favorite precept over 
and over.") 

[ ] Sensory Details: Did you describe how that moment felt, sounded, or looked? 

[ ] Editing: Did you use 5th-grade vocabulary and check your spelling and punctuation? 

 
I am so looking forward to seeing all of your projects next year! Please email me if you have any 
questions. Happy summer, and happy reading!  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Amanda D’Angio  

5th Grade Teacher  
adangio@unityschool.com  

 

mailto:adangio@unityschool.com


‬


‭You are also required to read two additional books this summer from the suggested list below. There are no‬
‭projects for these books, but you must complete a book summary for each of your books.‬

‭The Girl Who Drank the Moon‬ ‭by Kelly Barnhill‬

‭Framed (Framed Series)‬ ‭by James Ponti‬

‭The Nebula Secret (Explorer Academy Series)‬ ‭by Trudi‬‭Trueit‬

‭The Unteachables‬ ‭by Gordon Korman‬

‭From the Desk of Zoe Washington‬ ‭by Janae Marks‬

‭Katy the Catsitter (Graphic Novel Series)‬ ‭by Colleen‬‭A F Venable‬

‭A Place to Hang the Moon‬ ‭by Kate Albus‬

‭Amari and the Night Brothers‬ ‭by B.B. Alston‬
‭(Supernatural Investigations Series)‬

‭Masterminds (Masterminds Series)‬ ‭by Gordon Korman‬

‭Black Brother, Black Brother‬ ‭by Jewell Parker Rhodes‬

‭Clean Getaway‬ ‭by Nic Stone‬

‭The Crossover‬ ‭by Kwame Alexander‬

‭The Tale of Despereaux‬ ‭by Kate DiCamillo‬

‭The Penderwicks (Series)‬ ‭by Jeanne Birsdall‬

‭Sideways Stories from Wayside School‬ ‭by Louis Sachar‬

‭Because of Winn-Dixie‬ ‭by Kate DiCamillo‬

‭Hatchet‬ ‭by Gary Paulsen‬

‭City of Ember‬ ‭by Jeanne DuPrau‬

https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon&qid=1681759268&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who%2Cstripbooks%2C105&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Framed-James-Ponti/dp/1481436317/ref=sr_1_2?crid=22WXJ4BBUOG9A&keywords=framed&qid=1681759400&s=books&sprefix=framed%2Cstripbooks%2C132&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Explorer-Academy-Nebula-Secret-Book/dp/1426338104/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1VVGJT8UTI45T&keywords=explorer+academy&qid=1681759459&s=books&sprefix=exploreer+academy%2Cstripbooks%2C99&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Unteachables-Gordon-Korman/dp/0062563904/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ABEZJ5BJKUYT&keywords=the+unteachables&qid=1681759585&s=books&sprefix=the+unteachables%2Cstripbooks%2C105&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Desk-Zoe-Washington-Janae-Marks/dp/0062875868/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12CEJD2YI1OM7&keywords=from+the+desk+of+zoe+washington&qid=1681759651&s=books&sprefix=from+the+desk+of+zoe+washingto%2Cstripbooks%2C99&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Katie-Catsitter-Colleen-AF-Venable/dp/198489563X/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=katy+catsitter&qid=1681759809&s=books&sprefix=katy+cat%2Cstripbooks%2C113&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Place-Hang-Moon-Kate-Albus/dp/0823452468/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Amari-Night-Brothers-Supernatural-Investigations/dp/0062975161/ref=rw_dp_pbnx_fo_thb_1
https://www.amazon.com/Amari-Night-Brothers-Supernatural-Investigations/dp/0062975161/ref=rw_dp_pbnx_fo_thb_1
https://www.amazon.com/Masterminds-Gordon-Korman/dp/0062299964/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1436470812&sr=8-1&keywords=masterminds&linkCode=sl1&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=6547dacc169ec36e1b4b1ce19ae7a8b5
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Brother-Jewell-Parker-Rhodes/dp/0316493791/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=black+brother%2C+black+brother+by+jewell+parker+rhodes&qid=1681760339&sprefix=black+brother+b%2Caps%2C106&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Clean-Getaway-Nic-Stone/dp/1984893009/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=clean+getaway&qid=1681760450&sprefix=clean+getaway+nic%2Caps%2C113&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Crossover-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0544107713
https://www.amazon.com/Tale-Despereaux-Being-Princess-Thread/dp/0763680893
https://www.amazon.com/Penderwicks-Summer-Sisters-Rabbits-Interesting-ebook/dp/B001QA4S8I/ref=sr_1_1?crid=250PGUWGZ9D54&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VrtAAXgC6Ci7y_U4_YAjIF-0fdUoF0grhFTzKT0oDZ4hNLoYXSvJeD_Kq4h4Kp8aTveyartjA9X53pr9jFkQTpUbLC-OdH50hmVkaDnwDxMmqmVkth6wCZJx5GkAx5nHlsGA-kT20IciPpHKQJe9vSM4BHeUtf9OH8VsX98wJh5DCRm_3zeLzEl8xzxaPm01VPrLztLjLVo6pBeu8yGBTidQS5_ZYy77r-TH0GTGHGw.33jRDHKH9FdCMfL76oyUlfR_l_MBAQ4S55f66a9rxds&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+penderwicks&qid=1712683719&s=books&sprefix=the+pender%2Cstripbooks%2C139&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Sideways+Stories+from+Wayside+School+by+Louis+Sachar
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=because+of+winn+dixie
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=hatchet+by+gary+paulsen&crid=37MHL4U8H9U6F&sprefix=hatchet+by+g%2Caps%2C132&ref=nb_sb_ss_p13n-pd-dpltr-2-ranker_2_12
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=city+of+ember&crid=3LAYHCP6EDHYM&sprefix=city+of+ember%2Caps%2C166&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
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